St. Benedict Church of Wild Rice
2017

A Letter From
Fr. Kadlec
Dear friend,
For nearly 150 years, St. Benedict Church has
been “a small parish with a big heart.” Since its
founding in 1870, family, tradition, and
stewardship has defined the parish. This
emphasis on stewardship has allowed St.
Benedict to thrive as a faith community for more
than a century. As we look toward the future, we
find ourselves ready to embark on an important
new chapter in our journey together.

To transition into this new chapter, we must
evaluate the needs of our parish and plan for
tremendous growth in the St. Benedict
community. In the next few years, it is expected
that St. Benedict will become the southern-most
parish of the metro area. It is believed that our
parish will grow from our existing 246 families to
1,000, as projected by the Fargo growth forecast.
Guided by our commitment to building God’s
kingdom and having the proper space and
accommodations to serve our growing parish,
parish leaders devised a plan to expand St.
Benedict.
This plan begins with the construction of a
facility to house a parish hall, parish offices, and
a religious education center. After talking with
and surveying parishioners, we determined that
this project must be broken into phases to set
realistic goals and begin building as soon as
possible. Thus, our goal is to build this facility in
stages, starting with our most pressing need, the
parish hall.

Currently, we do not have an adequate kitchen,
serving area, or space to gather as a parish for
our Fall Dinner or wedding and funeral
receptions. Constructing a new parish hall will
address these space concerns and will provide us
with more room to welcome friends and new
parishioners to St. Benedict.
In order to fund this building project, we will be
undertaking a capital campaign that we are
calling Embracing Our Tradition, Building Our
Future. This remarkable effort will be unlike any
our parish has previously undertaken. Thus, the
campaign’s success will depend on the prayerful
participation of our loyal families and friends.
We invite you now to learn more about this
important landmark in our history and we ask
that you receive our message with an open
heart. We feel confident that with the support of
the entire St. Benedict family, we will preserve
our legacy and continue to be a welcoming,
warm Catholic community for years to come.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
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A Tradition of
Stewardship and Community
Today, St. Benedict serves nearly 250 families. We are made up of welcoming parishioners that
value community, family, and their relationship with God. This wonderful environment that we
enjoy today is the result of the dedication and vision of those who came before us. It is important
that we honor our heritage and employ our parish’s past to inspire our vision for the future.

1870

1875

St. Benedict Church was established
(originally known at Holy Cross Mission).

After the first church burned,
the second wooden church was
completed in 1875.

1903
Sisters of St. Mary of the Presentation
opened a Catholic school at the site of
the current religious education building.

1923
The present priest’s
residence was built.

1964
School in 1905

After a wonderful sixtyyear history, the high
school closes. In 1966,
the last eighth-grade
class graduated.

2015
Several parish families
supported a campaign to
restore our church’s treasured
stained glass windows. $48,000
was raised for this project.

1913
The present church was erected.

1930s
From its founding, the school continued
enroll more students and a high school
was later added. The first high school
class graduated in 1939.

2017
The St. Benedict community
continues its legacy of stewardship.
A capital campaign to fund a new
parish hall is underway.
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A Future of Growth
St. Benedict has a rich history marked by parishioners’ continued generosity and care for our
church. Now, our parish is poised to welcome more members into our faith community so
they too can be a part of the St. Benedict family. After studying many growth indicators
(detailed below), we predict the number of parishioners at St. Benedict Church will increase
significantly in the next decade.

Fargo-Moorhead Growth
In 2016, the population of Fargo-Moorhead surpassed 238,000. The area is expected
to grow to a population of 280,000 by 2025 in a best case scenario released by a West
Fargo engineering and planning firm. Much of this growth in Fargo-Moorhead is
predicted to occur south of Fargo.

Horace Developments
Currently, houses are being built in seven new subdivisions in Horace. In addition,
seven more developments are being planned in the town. Overall, Horace is expecting
to build 700 to 1,000 homes in the next decade. With this boom in housing, the town
of Horace is preparing to grow from 3,000 to 7,000 people. Further, since 17% of
families living in the Diocese of Fargo boundaries are Catholic on average, we expect
to register many new parishioners due to Horace’s rapid growth.

Other Catholic Churches
In recent years, other parishes in the Diocese of Fargo have experienced tremendous
growth. Two nearby parishes, St. Anne and Joachim and Holy Cross, have both taken
on major capital campaigns to expand their facilities. St. Anne and Joachim’s church
seats 1,200 and has reached its maximum capacity at Sunday liturgies. Holy Cross
Church, with 550 families, has also run out of space and is preparing to build a new
church to accommodate its increasing number of parishioners.

St. Benedict has grown modestly in the last 5 to 10 years, welcoming a small number of new
families each year and averaging 85 to 90 students in religious education annually. Although
our growth has been moderate in recent years, we expect to see large increases in
parishioners in the next 10 to 15 years, due to the rapid development of Fargo. In order to
manage the expected influx in parishioners, our parish leaders wish to work in phases to
prepare for this growth while also addressing the current needs of our community.
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Where We Begin
To help us plan for the future, we assembled a
core building committee (seen in photo to the
right) to design a plan to expand St. Benedict
Church. This team worked for five years to
discuss the priorities of the parish and create a
plan that meets our needs.

Through the research, prayer, and
conversation of this committee, we
recognized three main priorities for
expanding the parish:
•
A new social hall
•
Parish offices, and
•
A religious education center.
Thus, we created a plan to build a new
facility to better serve our community. The
total cost of this facility is estimated to be
$8.75 to $10 million.
In order to start making progress on this
extensive building project, we have decided
to break the facility up and build it in phases.
This will allow us to set more realistic
fundraising goals and address the most
pressing need of the parish first: the parish
hall.

Our Most Ambitious Campaign Yet
To fund the construction of the parish hall, we are embarking on a campaign to raise a
minimum of $1.5 million with a challenge goal of $2 million. This effort will allow us to take
the first important step in expanding and updating our parish spaces. We invite you to read on
to learn more about our specific needs for a new parish hall.
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Our Need for a Parish Hall
Our church has endured for 104 years and the
church basement has been our primary social
gathering space for over 70 years. This space has
provided us with so many memories from
breakfasts and dinners, to receptions and
ministry gatherings. Now, we face three key
challenges with our current parish hall:
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Our parish has increased to 246
families and we have outgrown the
social hall. Seating is limited when
we host our signature Fall Dinner and
other special occasions. In addition,
the older space is worn down and
often requires costly maintenance.
We lack the space to welcome new
families into our faith community.
As detailed on a previous page, St.
Benedict expects to grow immensely
in the coming years. We need a space
that will accommodate parishioners
and allow us to continue our great
tradition of fellowship. Additionally,
we currently do not have an adequate
multi-purpose space to host youth
ministry and educational activities. A
flexible space in our community
would better serve the young families
who enter into our parish.
The current kitchen is outdated and
small. It has become difficult for
volunteers to serve the growing
number of parishioners. In order to
host events and gatherings, it’s
necessary to have a newer, improved
kitchen to prepare meals.
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Phase 1: A New Parish Hall
In order to address our need for a newer,
more spacious gathering area, our plan is to
construct a new parish hall as the first phase
of the proposed facility. Future phases will
include parish offices, and a religious
education center.

The parish hall will be located directly south
of St. Anne’s center on St. Benedict Church’s
property. The parish hall will be located 550
ft. from our current church.

Features of the parish hall include:
• A 5,400 sq. ft. open space
• A full kitchen of 1,065 sq. ft.
• Seating for 350 people with tables; 400
people with only chairs
• Bathrooms on the same floor
• Parking lot with 160 to 180 stalls
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Space to Gather
The new parish hall will give us the space we
need to gather with fellow parishioners,
friends, and family.
With the additional seating and space, we
hope to host more wedding receptions at
our parish. In addition, we look forward to
having a bigger area to hold funeral
receptions. Lastly, our new parish hall will
preserve the treasured tradition of the Fall
Dinner. In this new space, our Fall Dinner
volunteers will have a more adequate
kitchen to prepare food and we will have the
space to seat more families at one time.
In addition to receptions and dinners, the
parish hall will provide us with a flexible,
open area for
youth education and
ministry activities.
This design will give us with the space we
need to accommodate our current families
and welcome the next generation of St.
Benedict parishioners.
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Answering
God’s Call
We are thrilled about this project and
the benefits it will have on our beloved
St. Benedict community. Over our
parish’s long history, the Lord has
blessed us in so many ways. In
response to the blessings God has
bestowed on us, we are called to offer
our prayers, our time, and our financial
support. Embracing Our Tradition,
Building Our Future seeks the
participation of all God’s children at St.
Benedict to help grow our community
and build a facility that will serve us
now and for years to come. As
followers of Christ, let us practice
good stewardship and continue the
faithful legacy of our predecessors.

“Whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. Each of
you should give what you have
decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is
able to bless you abundantly, so
that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you
will abound in every good
work.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-9
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An Equal Sacrifice
The goals we have established will require remarkable generosity and sacrifice from
our parishioners. Success will depend on the commitments of many, rather than few.
We appreciate that each member of the St. Benedict family has their own unique
financial situation. Though we may not all be able to offer equal gifts, we can offer the
Lord and each other equal sacrifice. This campaign presents an opportunity for each
member of our community to become involved with a gift that is personally
significant and appropriate. Our campaign seeks these gifts in pledges payable over
three to five years to better ensure that everyone has an opportunity to participate.
Embracing Our Tradition, Building Our Future campaign also welcomes gifts of
securities and other tax deductible instruments.
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Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our request.
We hope you will join us in praying for St. Benedict and for the success of this historic effort.

Embracing Our Tradition, Building Our Future
Campaign Prayer

Heavenly Father, we turn to you with grateful hearts for what we have,
and with great anticipation for what is yet to be.
Bless us with a sense of unity, a spirit of cooperation,
and a generous heart.
Please guide our parish’s efforts to embrace our tradition and build our future.
Help us to bring all those that enter our church into a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ.
We believe our goals are rooted in your word and in your work.
May we remain one in you and may this project be a blessing
to all of our parishioners at St. Benedict.
Strengthen us and bless us with your presence, now and forever.
We ask this through your son, Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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St. Benedict Church of Wild Rice
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